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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR DEVELOPMENT, COOPERATION AND LABOUR STUDIES 

rtHt Affln.AsiAMHSimjTEf msiaohut — isaail 


INSRTUT INTERNATIONAL D ETUDES DU DEVELOPMENT. DE LA COOPERATION ET DU TRAVAIL 

11 ms l ITUT APRO- ASlATIflUf ) mSTAUftpyT — 15 HAFI 


n^TDiKipi mmo jtrniv hid 1 ?!? priori 

nrrmt»nn (wn»t->ipniMh ii^on) 


The South African Programme of the Afro-Asian Institute 

The A f ro-Asian Institute has long been linkr-d with the struggle against 
apartheid* Rut in the past few year* r the need to intensify our solidarity 
with the black community or-South Africa, and to translate it into a more 
practical programme of direct cooperation with peoples* organizations, 
trade unions, etc, f in that community has grown consistently stronger- 
Two sorts of challenges presented themeelves in tills regard* on one hand, 
the need to develop an appropriate framework Tor this activity - on the 
other hand, the need to bridge the gap which distanced these groups from 
those in Israel who could (and indeed sought to* be Hielr active allies, 

Rvnn niter the initial contacts had Icrn made by l)r, Bhimshon Selnicker, 
and by Dr* Yehuda 1 1 S\iz, the director and principal of the institute, much 
spadework was required until the first workshop seminar came into 
exlatance. 

in April Id06 the A Fro-Asian institute of the llistadrut conducted this 
Cirst toor *shop-seminar specifically designed for leaders of the black 
community or South Africa, Although there have been participants from the 
block labour movements oE South Africa and Namibia in many of the institute’s 
courses, thin was the first time that it - or any Israeli Institution - 
organized a special course of this nature* The twenty participants 
(M women and '* meuj were leading community activists with lone records 
cf participation in the struggles against apartheid. They same ft cm a 
cross-section of black community institutions: trade unions, women’s 
groups, church organizations, educational institutions (secondary and 
university), social welfare agencies, youth frameworks, etc. The 
pan icipants came from varied geographical areas* Johannesburg (Soweto 


/* * 
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MnxAiuU 1.!) r .h.ni ( roll Kl I z+il‘t‘1 li , <Vipe Town and Htimn. All 

11 1 fni- had nl tnined si'inif tcont levels of pro^ssiuiinl ^cMicvenvartt as 
rte |*ussosiny (>*Lom?ivc exfvrimcc in coiflwunlty organizations. 


of 

well 


111 I FT Hrph programme may legitimately br termed n break through of major 
si.iitlficflnce in lerTtw of larnel'a relationship with the black community 
of South Africa. The* participants frequently reiterated that such an 
interaction could only have boon initiated with and through the Ills tadJfut , 
whit'li turn n cons in Lint record of outspoken opposition to apartheid* 

If tatadrut 1 s AEro-Asian Institute, which trains leadership for the labour, 
cooperative and community movements oE Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the 
Caribbean and maintains an ongoing contact with them was clearly the 
appropriate institution For this workshop-seminar. 


The theme of the workshop was "The Role of Peoples' Organisations in 
Community and nation Building". It examined the Israeli experience in 
forging a wide range o' labour, women's, youth and other grass roots 
groupings! in linking Ihnsn together in comp r eh fits ive frameworks* In 
utilizing them as central elements in the process of community and 
naflon building. The relevance of these concepts and structures to 
present day South Africa was discussed in detail and concrete project 
proposals deriving from these studies were put forward. In addition to 
1 cctn i f’S, discussions, individual and group work, etc., a variety of 
field visiltii ns well as excursions to places of historical and religious 
interest wore organized. The participants agreed that the programme had 
been bo! h Interesting ami of relevance to them* They emphasized the 
strong fins o! !rlendship and solidarity - personal, institutional and 
conceptual - which had grown up between them and the institute staff and 
co-workers. Many suggestions for future cooperation were put forward by 
tt] " part S cm pants, with par ticular emphasis on the request Cor'additional 
seminar and workshop programmes both in Israel and in South Africa. 

They undertook, on their return home* to promote these proposals actively 
ami to do a!] they could to facilitate their realization. 
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Jn its owtl summing up of the workshop, the Institute accepted the proposals 
put forward by the participants and emphasized that the workshop had beeen 
one of its most important and rewarding initiatives, not least in terms o£ 
the Israel scene. Thus, in addition to a successful "ice-breaking" process 
which gave promise of intensive future cooperation there was also a height¬ 
ened awareness within various segments OF the Israeli population, both of 
I he nature of the anti-apartheid issue as such, and of the significance 

Tor Israel of establishing close ties with the black community of south 
Africa, 


Although the financial situation remained unclear "to speak minimally", it 
was decided to go ahead ns quickly ns possible with the second seminar, in 
which the emphasis would be on trade-unionists. While retaining the 
initial ptogramatic thrust and direction, the focus was shifted somewhat 
and this workshop’s theme wasi "The Hole of Trade Onions and Peoples’ 
Organizations in Community and Nation Building". of the 2t participants 
who took part in this workshop (November - December 1906) 12 were trade 

unionists. The mis was not accidental: the initial assumptions of the 
organisers as to its validity were amply borne out by the evaluation Of 
the pan icipr.nts (both trade unionists end community activists) who were 
outspoken i„ their support of this sort of group composition. Nonetheless, 
the trade union focus was clearly apparent. Once again tile Final evaluation 
Inn no doubt ns to the desire or the participants for the further expansion 
of the seminar-workshop programme, both at the institute and in South Africa 
This group also put forward a .lumber of concrete suggestions - programmatic 
and organizational - which would serve to improve the effectiveness of the 
seminar* Thc* e have bcert incorporated into later programs* > 

i 

The third workshop-seminar took place in April 19(37. The participants were 
a group of 31 women activists - again free labour, community, ^church and 
other frameworks. This time the specific nature of the course was 
reflected in its titles "Women iri reop lea’ Organizations: Their Role in 
Community and Nation Building". Once ana in, the central thematic approach 


■*V 










, , soecific area of concern 

ls retained while the foc US ® h “ tB B9< pa’amat, the women'3 sector 

* “» ° £ “ Mht t as » ~ti* partner in the eviction 

o£ the Hi-drat, - 9 ^ ^ _ up the works** in a very 

of this programme* Once g 
positive fashion* 


■ , a r toot place in November - December 19B7. Its 
The fourth -----J p J ple , organiaations in Community and 
theme was aga- — ^ o£ thE group was (again, heterogeneous 

Nation Building . £rlMue ntly reiterated view) - with a core 

(following the ^ ^ jq c _ ity a nd women's groupsi 

group Of H tradE “ ■ orkshep gave birth to a number of concrete 

leaders. Once again that the programme be 

project proposals and ended with an 
continued - and indeed expand* - in the future. 


‘ aBS ec t of the Booth African programme was the 
ft further important asp ^ ^ „ orkshops and study- 

invitation extended to . ^Junction with a variety of 

programmes in south Africa i sc oarticularly with trade 

p , C. n. black community, most particularly 

organizations within the b ^ CQnduoted a series of such 

unions and women » 9«" ^ ^ S0VBt0 , Johannesburg, Cape Town and 

activities m hugu. Tra nsvaal. The Institute team was 

in the rural — of no ^ madG contact wlth a very large 

accorded an extremely wa - of institutions and 

nunber of men and women across a broad spectr ^ ^ ^ q£ 

organizations. The success ot the on ea\o 
invitations for similar programmes in the futu . 


„ (1£th wori[Shop took place, once again the group was 

in April 19BB the fi a eigh t community and youth : 

^ - nine trade unionists anu * j , 

a heterogeneous one , fron3 a number o£ new 

gr oup fl ctivi fl t^ spectrum of but contact, within 

reTla'ckToLhity of south Africa. Together 
sc ries of new project pro^sals this group also raised 
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suggestions as to additional types of workshops and seminars which would 
be needed. 


The institute hopes to return to South Africa in„the summer of 1988 so 
as to conduct a further series of workshops and, seminars. Here in Israel 
we hope to conduct two more workshops during 1988. 


While the institute programme is still evolving, it is possible to conclude 
that it has achieved a significant degree of success to date- There are 
over 110 graduates of the workshops in Israel as well as very many who took 
part in the on-the-spot programmes in South Africa. They came from a wide 
variety of organizations and groups, geographic areas and social formations. 
The graduates have chosen from among their number a small group to serve 
as a liason and advisory committee on all aspects of the South African 
programme and to actively promote institute contact with as wide a range 
as possible of individuals and groups within the black community. It is 
c-Lear that there is a strong demand for the expansion of the programme* 
in our view this derives from two sources; the growing recognition that the 
Institute and the Hisfc.ud.rut can ptovidc effective training — both at 
conceptual and at practical levels — for leaders and activists of the 


black community in South Africa? the acceptance of the Institute and the 
Histadrut as Legitaraate and committed partners in the struggle against 


apartheid* It is ineumbant on us to meet the new challenge which this 
situation posits* We must enhance the scope and the content of our work 
and must find the financial and institutional resources to do so quickly 
and effectively* 


i 
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General News 


JULYM9M 



' 


Church and state on V 
collision course 

CHUHCH LEADERS acting aa a body 
md through the influential SA Council of 
Churches have challenged the government 
i f W*T some of the specific restrictions con^ 
§£= Wn?ni in the June ID emergency regula¬ 
rs tiona and other laws which they declare they 

c^mnot "In co&edence* obey. 

: \ Their actions constitute the most 

| sarious opposition yet mounted by the 
( church against government authority* 

Their defiance is directed mainly against 
the October 28 municipal elections which 
thgy will urge church members to boycott, 
it* a,zt which is specifically prohibited under 
the emergency regulations, and a gat net the 
r^TtrktIona on the media* 

The declaration against the elections 
*os 'wholeheartedly" endorsed by the 
resolutions committee of the SA Council of 
Churchet (SACC) which, at its annual na- 
t.on^l conference, added its own declaration 
of fa fiance, described as partly "aggressive", 
aynnat several new laws. 



'lire call for a boycott of the elections was 
zufldo by 28 lenders of 10 churched who said 
Christiana should not take part either as 
cwbdatee or as voters because this would 
In e^ing them to implement their own op* 
precision or the oppression of others. 

They declared a commitment to "non¬ 
violent direct action and, if necessary, to 
rrril disobedience" to bring justice and 
peace, They "believe Christiana cannot ac¬ 
cept structures or racial discrimination 
which violate human rights. 11 

"Hw structures of the constitutional 
g/vtam In SA are baaed on racial and ethnic 
it'entity. These structures constitute the 
apartheid system which we have declared to 
hi evil and sinful and its theological jus* 
fci Mention a heresy * 

They have also decided to oppose th© 
rfatrictiona placed on the media "in all pos- 
e*Me ways" and decreed that church news 
network*would not obey the regulations re- 
*T dring them to register as "news agency 
businesses*. Some church magazines and 
people who contribute to them foil under 
rc-’W emergency regulations requiring many 
jo urns Hats and nows ngenciea to register 
*'th lhe Home Affairs Department end 
wh^ch many journalists believe will bo used 
nr a powerful weapon against thera-SA 
R SPORT, YolQ Nos 24-26). 



The leaders on id instead of registering— 
JV1 to do m rnrrieB penalties of R20 000 



fines or 10 years' jail—they planned to Uta 
the publication b and all other means to 
publicise their decisions. 

The SACC, which represents English- 
speaking Protestant churches with a mem¬ 
bership of 12-million people, coiled for the 
withdrawal of tbs Prevention of Illegal 
Squatting Amendment BUI, the consequen¬ 
ces of which "will be evil in terms of the 
human suffering it will bring", and declared 
that if it became law it would "in conscience 
be unable to obey it" and would have no op¬ 
tion but to urge ali Christians to disobey it, 
too. 

Law and Order Minister Adriaan Ylok 
responded by warning them "not to abuse 
their position" and Security Police chief 
General Johan van der Merwe onnoimued 

police had begum icrveBtigatiiiiiN 1;runme it 
appeared the 26 had contravened the emer¬ 
gency regulations. 

Among the churchmen are the Anglican 
Archbishop of Cape Town Desmond Tutu, 
Nederduitse Gercformeerde Sendingkerk 
(Dutch Reformed Mission Church with 
colonred--mixed race -membersbip) 
moderator Dr Allan Boesak, SACC general 
secretary the Rev Frank Chikane and SACC 
honorary vice-president Dr C F Beyers 
Naude. 

Others include the (mainly black) Dutch 
Reformed Church in Africa moderator, the 
Reverend Snm Buti, the Methodist Church 
of Southern Afi ica President, the Reverend 
Dr KJ Mgojo, the Presbyterian Church in 
Southern Africa moderator, the Reverend 
PM Botipe and the Catholic Bishop GF 
Daniel of Pretoria. 

Comment 

So far the government, mindful of the 
influence the church has in the country and 
the support particularly in Europe for its op¬ 
position to apartheid, has handled church 
protest with caution* It has restricted itself 
to vigorous, personal attacks on church 
leaders white declaring it is not opposed to 
the churches as institutions* 

Though several church leaders have 
been detained and banned and some have 
been prosecuted in court, the government 
baa refrained from taking direct action 
against "international” figures such as Tutq 
and Boesak, 

The church leaders themselves have 
been careful in selecting the issues on which 
they have opposed the government on. 
Though they have frequently gone to the 
hr in V they have avoided confrontation and 
civil disobedience. 
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However* th e thin dividing line between 
opposition and open defiance has been 
eroded and the latest decisions set the 
church on a collision course with govern¬ 
ment which will test its patience to the 
limit. It could result in forceful government 
responses which could have far-reaching 
consequences both in SA and abroad. 

Footnote: Archbishop Tutu has laid a 
charge of crimen injuria against a fellow 
traveler on a flight from Johannesburg to 
Cape Town after the man bad allegedly 
belittled* provoked and baited him. Tutu's 
chaplain* the Rev Chria Ahrends, haa also 
laid a complaint against the mad for 
threatening "to break hia neck/ 
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